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Summary

The studio focuses on the theory of architecture crossed with representation. It will explore the specificity of architectural
rationality, that is to say the rationality of a discipline that deals with an"objective" and measurable part , and another,
artistic, unmeasurable and poetic part.

Content

Picturesque Contemporary City

The idea of a picturesque architecture will be revisited starting from the notion of the Greek picturesque as developed by
Auguste Choisy at the end of the 19th century. The irregular is, by definition, devoid of rules. However, Choisy
demonstrated how the ancient Greeks defined rules for determining irregular, that is, unsymmetrical and seemingly
hazardous compositions. The picturesque can therefore be seen as a rationalization of the irregular which is, in the strict
sense, only apparently irregular. This opposition between regular and irregular is, in essence, architectural, in the sense
that architecture is based, as we will see, on a series of structuring internal contradictions.
But the contemporary relevance of the picturesque also comes from its ability to let us rethink the relationship between
architecture and landscape, between full and empty, in particular in the entropic context of the contemporary city.
If architecture consists in harmoniously relating - by including strident harmonies - its components to each other -
whether it be the buildings between them, the elements that compose them, their inhabitants or the full and the empty,
then the picturesque is undoubtedly the last formal means of thinking and completing the contemporary city. Indeed, its
superposition of contradictory rules of all kinds - urban, economic, symbolic, constructive, etc. - produces the segregated
contemporary environment that we know.
We hypothesize that a picturesque retrospective gaze, equally informed by the skill of ancient Greece as by the aesthetic
opportunism of the « cadavre exquis », will allow us to give rules, at least fragmentary, to contemporary landscapes.
In addition to its interest on an urban and territorial scale, the question of the picturesque makes it possible to explore on
the scale of the object itself, questions of composition that are rich in both spatial and theoretical repercussions. Finally,
the picturesque also enables an architecture to create an image, to be intelligible, recognizable in its surroundings, to
constitute a landmark in its environment, even and above all by not being spectacular while being unique.
This dimension gives any architecture a collective character, which will also be a central area of focus and research.

Project

For the program of the second semester project, we will work in a mirrored attitude with the first semester where we will
have investigated issues relating to laboratory buildings. We will continue our investigation of the picturesque, but this
time the project will explore how ordinary buildings can create links and interactions within a community all while creating
monumentality.

Keywords
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Architecture, Theory of architecture, Project design, Historical references, Auguste Choisy, Public Buildings,
Communities, Public space.

Learning Prerequisites

Required courses
You need a background in architecture design and theory of architecture.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the course, the student must be able to:

• Identify a theoretical question

• Analyze a set of historical references

• Develop an analysis methodology

• Transpose concepts into graphical systems

• Design a complete project

• Manipulate formal solutions

Transversal skills

• Demonstrate the capacity for critical thinking

• Demonstrate a capacity for creativity.

• Manage priorities.

• Continue to work through difficulties or initial failure to find optimal solutions.

• Use both general and domain specific IT resources and tools

• Take feedback (critique) and respond in an appropriate manner.

• Access and evaluate appropriate sources of information.

• Communicate effectively, being understood, including across different languages and cultures.

Teaching methods

design reviews as well as general theoretical classes will be given inside the studio by the teaching team.

Expected student activities

Thorough work is expected throughout the semester. You will need to be proactive to develop your design
and researchbased on the feedback provided by the teaching team.

Assessment methods

Assessment will be based on the final result of the semester that will be presented to a jury. Nevertheless, methodology
and implication during the semester will also be considered.

Supervision

Office hours Yes
Assistants Yes

Resources

Bibliography
A Syllabus with various texts will be handed over to the students.
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