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Projet 4 hebdo
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Résumé

Nous allons explorer le potentiel de l'entre-deux en tant qu'espace transversal entre le paysage et l'architecture. Un
espace qui peut être à la fois organique, tectonique, numérique. Un espace de transmission qui pourrait être ouvert à
l'humain, au naturel et au synthétique.

Contenu

Today a big amount of our outdoor surfaces is mineralized and sealed in such a way that the water naturally contained in
the soil can no longer evaporate. This leaves only one escape route for the water: capillary action through older walls. If
the lower part of the facade is sealed with a water-repellent cement coating, the water will rise even higher in the wall,
affecting both the exterior and interior façades.

Inside, water condenses on the windowpane. When the pane is replaced with a heavier, thicker, and high-efficiency
triple-glazed unit condensation shifts to the wall. Since the adjacent wall has not yet been encased in a thick layer of
high-performance polyurethane and the window is too airtight, condensation moves onto the wall. Without any more
leakage at the window, mold starts to grow, and the house can no longer breathe. Meanwhile, other species have
already taken up residence in this space. The gray mouse, the rat, the dormouse, the ferret, the weasel, they all live in
the thickness of our walls. They build nests and tunnels and, feed on the building materials that make up their habitat.

We constantly try to keep out anything unfamiliar, uncomfortable, strange or different. However, the more we fight
against it, the more fragile our boundaries become. Architecture often creates a sealed environment that separates: the
garden from the living room, the garage from the bedroom, the playground from the kitchen, the hill from the bathroom
or, the valley from the office. Yet, today, the porosity of our environment is essential for ecological restoration. Can we
learn to embrace this permeability instead of resisting it?
In the coming academic year, we will explore the potential of the in-between as a transversal space between landscape
and architecture. A space that can be all at once organic, tectonic, digital, or nothing at all. A space of transmission, a
space for living. A space that could be open for the human, the natural, and the synthetic.
Imagine a space with 9 billion pores, each 20,000 times smaller than a drop of water. It would not let in rain or wind. Yet
these pores would be 700 times larger than water vapor molecules and would allow the house to breathe. Now imagine
each threshold of this space can move, change, and adapt to surrounding conditions, monitored by millions of digital
weather sensors that respond intuitively to the climatic. Imagine a doorway where people meet and interact, like in the art
installation by Abramovic and Ulay. They stood naked, facing each other in the museum entrance, forcing visitors to
squeeze between them. This narrow space, defined by the presence of two "human pillars", became more perceptible
and significant. The threshold transformed into a crucial space, more important than the spaces that precede or follow it.
Together with the students, we will work on the articulation of site-specific spaces in Geneva, exploring this unlikely
territory. Our projects will integrate existing structures with the typology of researched case studies through strange
encounters, where fiction and reality contaminate each other. The projects will balance between inside and outside, the
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tectonic and the organic, and the analog and the digital.

Mots-clés

Landscape, Ecology, Transformation, Reuse, Model, Fragment, Preservation, Hybridity, Construction, Geneva, Zürich,
Iconology

Acquis de formation

• Articuler un concept

• Analyser une référence et un site

• Créer un fragment et une maquette

• Elaborer un discours cohérent

Méthode d'enseignement

From the model to the project, from the site to the transformation
In the first semester through iconological analysis, model making, and site survey the students will combine their
findings.
In the studio, we will analyze a selection of key projects for their potential to illustrate and spatially explore the question of
the "in-between". Beyond the architectural object, we'll be looking to understand and analyze the context in which these
projects developed. And what reciprocal influence they may have had on each other. Like a surrealist cadavre exquis,
the students will assemble these different specimens to create new hybrid typologies.
In a second phase, these newly developed hybrids will encounter the existing buildings and landscapes of specific sites
and programs in Geneva. Here the salvaged fragments of the case studies will propose new ways of living "in-between
landscapes".
costs for the 1st semester: normal printing and model costs
extra costs: trip to Zürich 2 to 3 days (+- 300CHf)

Travail attendu

• Iconological analysis + case study analysis and model (individual + group work â## 2 students)

• site analysis, site survey, model (shared work - 4 students)

• Project (individual + group work - 4 students)

Méthode d'évaluation

In the studio, we expect students to be curious, highly motivated, engaged in discussion, autonomous, creative and able
to react to changing conditions.
It will be a continuous assessment through intermediate reviews and small pin-ups linked to a specific document. The
final exam will count for no more than 50% of the final grade.

Ressources

Liens Moodle

• https://go.epfl.ch/AR-201_an
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