
BIO-684 Hot Topics in Cancer Research
Various lecturers

Cursus Sem. Type
Molecular Life Sciences Opt.

Language of
teaching

English

Credits 3
Session
Exam Oral
Workload 90h
Hours 56

Courses 28
Exercises 28

Number of
positions

Frequency

Every year

Remark

All year long. Course open to maximum 20 PhD students.

Summary

(1) To expose PhD students to cutting-edge research in the field of Cancer Research through attendance of lectures
given by world-leading distinguished scientists in the field.

Content

(2) To introduce PhD students to state-of-the art interdisciplinary appoaches of modern cancer biology and train them to
critically analyze original scientific articles by participation in a "journal club"comprising in-depth discussion of assigned
papers by the students under the guidance of SV Professors and/or the invited lecturers.
(3) To offer PhD students the opportunity to personally meet distinguished cancer researchers to get career advice,
discuss ethical and economic implication of cancer research, as well as current and future trends in biology.
Cancer is the leading cause of death in western countries. Cancer Biology aims at uncovering the molecular
mechanisms that cause cell transformation, understanding the biology of tumor cell growth and metastasis, as well as
strategies for the treatment of cancer patients. Cancer biology thereby brings together multiple scientific disciplines,
including cell- and molecular biology, biochemistry, pharmacology and various disciplines of medicine. We have recently
established the 'John and Lola Grace Distinguished Cancer Lecture Series' and we have been able to attract
world-leading cancer researchers to come to EPFL. All invitees have been competitively selected based on scientific
excellence and impact of the research on improvement of care for cancer patients.
The PhD students attending this course will meet the day before the Distinguished Cancer Lecture Series with the
speaker and/or an ISREC Faculty member to get an introduction to the particular field of the lecturer and discuss 2-3
high-impact key publications of the speakers' field (2 hours). The students will then attend the lecture of the distinguished
speaker (1 hour) and will afterwards have the exclusive opportunity to discuss open issues from the lecture, ethical and
economical implications, as well as to get a unique insight into critical career decisions of the lecturer and get personal
advice on the students' own career planning (1 hour).
All the information are available on this link
https://www.epfl.ch/schools/sv/isrec/swiss-institute-for-experimental-cancer-research/lola-and-john-grace-cancer-research-lectures/
.

Learning Prerequisites

Required courses
Cancer Biology

Assessment methods
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Oral presentation

Resources

Websites

• https://www.epfl.ch/schools/sv/isrec/swiss-institute-for-experimental-cancer-research/lola-and-john-grace-cancer-research-lectures/
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