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PhD students wishing to participate should submit a short abstract (200 words) - ahead of the seminar, actively engage
in the roundtables, and submit a 300 word report following the worshop based.

Summary

This seminar will interrogate the far-fetched claim of neutrality in research at large, and of doctoral research in particular,
through the lens of decolonial research discourse.

Content

"The academic needs the he figure of the black: we are the analytical sites, the data, the experiment, the security guards,
the cleaners, the administrative assistants, the nonnormative teachers, through which so much scholarship moves."

- Katherine McKittrick, Dear Science and Other Stories

"Decolonizing", a term fashionably peppered across curricula, is a contested concept, weaponized and instrumentalized
in political battles across global academia - and beyond. What does doing decolonized research actually entail? Can one
decolonize one's own approach? Where do the signs of a decolonized research methodology surface? Can the academy
be decolonized from within? This seminar will interrogate the far-fetched claim of neutrality in research at large, and of
doctoral research in particular, through the lens of decolonial research discourse. Together we will explore precedents
and methodologies, understanding how decolonized approaches fundamentally change the nature of conventional
academic research. The seminar is articulated around four sessions/ roundtables that problematize/ address:
1.Positioning

2.Subject & Intersections

3.Tracking

4.Data

Each of the sessions will be organized as a roundtable discussion, including doctoral students, masters students, EPFL
scholars and researchers, and external guests, providing a platform for critical reflection, dialogue, and collaboration on
navigating the complexities of fieldwork across diverse research environments. This seminar should provide a rare
platform for critical reflection, sustained dialogue, and collaborative reimagining - an opportunity to collectively navigate
and contest the complexities of conducting research across diverse environments while actively working toward
decolonized methodologies.
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